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PORTRAITS OF AMATEURS. 
MR. BERRY. 

Weare now noticing a gentleman amateur 
who we may consider a general actor, from 
the many characters we have seen him in; 
he does not seem to confine himself to any 
particular club, for we find him playing some- 
times at the Soho, then at Bass’s, with the 


Pimlico Club, and, at other times, at the | 


Eclectic Hall, but we believe his name is 
recognised in the regular way as a member 
of the Globe Histrionics, who he never neg- 
lects to play with; however, he is a very 
good actor, let him lay claim to what club 
he may, and a most useful one in the bargain. 
In rough, stern, rustic parts he is certainly 
the best in, and in the character of Luke the 
Labourer, we do not know any one amateur 
out of the many clubs we come in contact 
with, that can play this character with so 
much natural truthfulness as Mr. Berry— 
then his Sailor and Pirate characters are all 
good; ifhe has to play a testy old man, 
he embodies it with stern comic humour, and 
keeps to the text. We remember him as 
Rowley in the ‘School for Scandal,’ which 
character he acted with very considerable 
ability. A few evenings ago he played the 
part of Robin, in the Musical Farce of the 
‘Waterman,’ which he succeeded in with 
infinite credit. There are many characters we 
have seen him in, which we do not at this 
time remember; suffice it to say, he is a 
very good actor, and is always at his post, 
and appears to takea delight in strutting an 
hour upon the stage, independent of acting. 





We are informed he is very partial to the 
water in the summer time, not altogether 
with the brandy in it; but we allude to row- 
ing matches, which we hear he is very expert 
in, and here he is well known by the various 
clubs who ply on the River Thames in the 
summer months. In private company, he is 
what is called a jolly good fellow, full of 
jokes and anecdotes, and appears to be much 
respected by his numerous friends and 
acquaintances. He is about five feet seven in 
height, stout built, rather dark hair and eyes, 
fond of joking, and does not lack the pleasure 
of smoking; he is a decided favourite 
amongst the visitors at the amateur perform- 
ances, and we wish him health to enjoy his 
hobby for years to come. 





The Theatres. 

Her Masxrsry’s.—On Friday, the Inst 
night of the Italian season, the performances 
were for the benefit of Madile. ‘Titiens, in 
honour of whom a most brilliant audience 
assembled. Every part of the vast theatre 
was crowded, and immense enthusiasm was 
manifested in favour of the great prima donna, 
both on her first appearance (in the first act 
of ‘* Norma”) and on her departure (after 
the fourth act of “‘ Les Hugueaots’”’). The 
intermediate pieces were the second act of 
Martha and the ‘“ Miserere” scene from Il 
Trovatore, and in all of these Madlle. 
Titiens was seconded by Signor Giuglini ; 
so that the admirers of these artists ex- 








perienced a very great treat. We have 
heard that they sail immediately for America, 
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to fulfl an engagement prior to the com- 
mencement of the London Italian Opera 
season. Had this been publicly announced 
on Friday evening the most hearty bon 
voyage wishes could scarcely have dictated 
a more cordial demonstration. 

At the Maymarxker, a new piece by 
Falconer, and another by Tom Taylor, have 
been the two principal features. The first 
has been received with considerable 
approval, and is well calculated to show off 
the talents of Miss Amy Sedgwick ; of the 
latter, however, perhaps the less said the 
better. By the judicious manner in which 
the piece has been cut down it has been 
considerably improved, and is now allowed 
to pass muster, without those signs of dis- 
approbation which greeted it on its first 
night’s appearance. We presume it will 
soon travel into the provinces, for which, if 


than has attended this popular place of 
amusement since the production of ‘ Colleen 
Bawn’”’; and what is still better, we hear 
that it well merits the patronage which has 
been bestowed upon it. 

The Srranp has been doing very well, 
though its progress has not been distin- 
guished by any particular feature. ‘‘ The 
Post Boy” has, however, proved attractive, 
and many of the old burlesques have been 
successfully revived, 

The Orymrtc has been marked by no 
feature. Average houses appear to have 
rewarded average performances. At this 
house we are seldom startled by sparkling 
novelties. ‘Che management seems to take 
little pains to attract, yet the playgoer, 
being ever sure to find a good entertainment 
prepared for him, seems well contented to 
visit a fane beneath which the talents ofa 





we are not very wrong, it was originally | 


intended, and only delayed in its trans- 


mission till it shall have gained the stamp of | The Brsou THrAtRE 


London approval. Mr. Buckstone has also 
given appearancesto Mr. John Brougham, 
who having returned from America, is 
desirous of taking up the ground unfortu- 
nately 
lamented Tyrone Power. 








Robson are sure to amuse him. Beyond 
| this there is nothing to say of the Olympic. 
has but lately 
opened. M. Talexy may justly boast of 
having secured the services of a most 
talented troupe. But previous to the 
Christmas recess he can scarcely expect to 


vacated by Mr. Hudson and the | draw those audiences who alone support 


| French performances. 


At the Sx. James’s, the most novel feature | Tn 


has been the London debut of a Servian 
young lady, bearing the euphonious name 
of Albina di Rhona, who professes to be an 
actress and a cancer, and whose foreign 
fame, particularly in Russia, is said to be 
thoroughly established. We must confess 
our surprise that this feature has not proved 
more attractive, since we are convinced that 
nothing in London is better worth seeing 
than the performance of the little duologue 
entitled (we think, unfortunately,) A Smack 
for a Smack, a most pleasant and delightful 
performance, savouring of none of the vulga- 
rity of which the title smacks. Mr. Belmore 
speaks nothing but plain English throughout 
the piece ; Madlle. Albina di Rhona speaks 
nothing but French, yet every word is so 
rendered by corresponding action that a 
person wholly ignorant of the latter may 
follow the little sketch through its every 
detail. 

Of the ApeLrmt, we would fain say more, 
but really the difficulty of finding a place 
beneath the roof of this most popular theatre 
has been, and is, so great, that we must 
dismiss our review of it by saying that 
greater success never attended any theatre, 


| ROYAL ALHAMBRA MUSIC HALL. 

| In consequence of not having the usual 
| compliment paid us, with the other portion 
| ofthe press on Saturday week, to see the new 
| decorations, a compliment which we think we 
| are deserving of, from the way we have always 
| studied the interests of the proprietor—Mr. 
iE. TT. Smith, in all his public matters, 
jas catering for the various classes 
|of society. We have not been able 
| to give our readers any report of this very 
|astonishing place of amusement till this 
week. On Monday the opening night, we 
made our way into the interior with the rest 
of the public, and although the doors could 
not have been opened for more than fifteen 
minutes, there was not a seat to be had, or 
scarcely standing room. To give adescrip- 
tion of the grandeur of the interior we shall 
not attempt, as it is not possible to convey 
an idea to the full extent ; suffice it to say, 
that an amount of decorative detail has been 
brought to bear that is quite astonishing, 
and the enormous space over which the 
painter’s brush must have travelled shows 
that no expense has been spared to gratify 
the eye. ‘That the ear will be satisfied we 
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feel pretty well assured, from “finding that 
Mr. Tully is named as musical director. 

A stage, seventy feet by fifty, occupies the 
place of the old organ gallery, and a hand- 
some proscenium has been erected. The 
lighting of the hall is very brilliant ; fifteen 
large gas stars are suspended from the dome, 
and chandeliers are hung from the lower 
part of the galleries. The amusements are 
of yarious descriptions, commencing bya 
select band playing some celebrated overture, 
then we have an excellent concert, supported 
by Mesdames Valkener, Emma Hey- 
wood, Giuliani, Graham, 
bell, and Collins; the other singers were 


Caulfield, Camp- | 


Messrs. Parkinson, Rosenthal, and Bartle- | 


man, not forgetting Tom Matthews, who 
continues to deal out hot codlins when- 
ever he appears; then we have the 


celebrated Seymour Carleton, giving his | 


unrivalled imitations of London actors, 
which is universally applauded. The chor- 
uses are admirably rendered, and an 
excellent Ballet concludes the whole. 
Before this part of the amusements took 
place, Mr. Smith appeared before the curtain 
and addressed the audience to the following 
effect.— 


Ladies and Gentlemen—I appear before | 
die ‘ PI | table, the rumour is once more revived that Mr 


you to thank you very kindly for your un- 
qualified and generous support on this occa- 
sion. I have opened this place of amuse- 
ment at sixpence admission, for the purpose 
of giving the middle classes and working 
people, a cheap and good entertainment. 
I was requested by Mr. Roxby, my manager, 
not to appear before you in this humble 
dress, a dress I wear in my business, I 


told him I was about to address many of 


the working classes, and being a working 
man myself, I thought I was best equipped 
for the occasion. 
admission, Sixpence, would gain ‘him the 
public support, At this moment a gentleman 
in the stalls, addressed Mr. Smith, 
and stated he had paid one shilling 


for admission. Yes, said Mr. Smith, you } 


occupy the best seat ia the Hall, and from 
the respectability of your appearance, sir, I 
think you should pay two shillings and six- 


pence for so good an entertainment. Roars of 


laughter followed, as well as applause, and 
Mr. Smith proceeded to state that he had 
had much difficulty to procure a licence for 
the establishment, the opposition having 
stated very wrongfully that he intended to 
have immoral exhibitions within its walls; 


He hoped the price of 


now he would ask the public, if he had ever 

brought forward any dramatic piece, or any 
entertainment at any of his places of amuse- 
ment, that did not beara moral tendency, 
and hoped therefore he should ensure the 
patronage of the public by his future exer- 
tions, We must not omit the mention of the 
very extensive and excellent arrangements 
in the refreshment department; the great 
variety surprised us, and the activity and 
general management of Mr. James Ellis is 
worthy of his well known experience in such 
matters, and cannot be too highly appreciated. 
We understand the hall will contain four 
thousand persons. ‘The decorative depart- 
ment has been under the superintendence of 
Mr. Herwitz, of Southampton-street, Strand, 
who has shown great taste and judgment in 
the decorative art. 

We vegret to hear that Madlle Albina di 
Rhona has sprained her ancle, an accident which 
has precluded her from dancing during several 
nights of the past week. We trust that the 
rumour, stating that her engagement is about to 
come to a conclusion, is without foundation, 

We are credibly informed that the very large 
sum of 6,0001. has been guaranteed to Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady Don for twelve months’ perform- 


| ance in Australia. 


| laurels. 


In consequence of reception atthe vice-regal 


Charles Kean will, ere long, receive an honour to 

which many think him fully entitled, by his 

persevering desire to contribute towards the ele- 
vation of the theatrical profession. 

The Haymarket Theatre was closed on Friday, 
in consequence of Her Majesty having com- 
mandeda representation of “ ‘The Babes in the 
Wood.” 


‘Two of the largest theatres at the east end are 
said to be in the market, the present proprietor 
retiring, with a good fortune, to rest upon his 
If this rumour be correct, he will not 
have to wait long for a tenant, since we have rea- 
son to believe that more than one candidate for 
managerial honours are anxiously seeking for 


| the lesseeship of a metropolitan theatre. 





Miss Marriott has transferred her services 
from the Standard to the Pavilion Theatre. 
This will be a serious inconvenience to Mr Barry 
Sullivan, who remains at the former establish- 
ment, where the fair actress most ably seconded 
his exertions. 

SPEAKING of musical matters a Melbourne paper 
says: :—* Opera is decidedly missed in Melbourne, 
aud it is to be regretted that there is no iminedi: ato 
prospect of its resumption. ‘There is a good field 


' here before artists of real ability, espec ially any who 


would be prepared to give us something of Rossini, 

Meyerbeer, or, in short, of any ‘ imaestro” but 
Verdi, of whoin we have had enough for the present, 

The Bianchis certainly deserve the credit of hi aving 
done much towards creating a permanent demand for 
opera in Australia, but they produced scarcely any- 
thing but Verdi,” 
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CORRE SPONDENCE. 


Notice of Removal. 

In consequence of the removal of our Printer to No. 
1, Owen's Street, St. John’s Street Road, all 
communications for the Editor will, for the future 
be addressed as above. 

T. H. Gibson.— We understand the proprietor of 
the Premises in Gough-street will not let them for 
theatrical purposes. 

A Sub.—We gave the names of several of the \ 
Pantomimes in our last number. 

Music.— We understand the Alhambra will hold | 
Sour thousand persons. 

W. James.— We cannot go the distance without our 
cab hire being sent. 





H. Fox.—The advertisement was put in exactly as 
itwas written, the place of enquiry being only in a 
private letter to the editor. 

Notice.—As we have had several communications 
from ladies and gentlemen to have their portraits 
taken for this Journal, we refer them to the artist, 
Mr. Quick, No. 2, Great New-street, Fleet-street, 
_ whe will give “ay mfor mation ™ the — 
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AN OLD ACTOR’ 5 OPINIONS ON ACTING. 

I have seen in my day a dozen or 
fourtecn actors of absolute genius, and three 
times as many of high talent. In the first 
category I include the elder Kemble, Cooke, 
Kean, old Emery, Dowton, and, just below 
them, C. Kemble, Young, T. P. Cooke, 
Farren, Liston, and I will add Vandenhoff ; 
in some parts, old Mathews, Stephen 
Kemble, and Jones. In the next rank, 
close on the heels of some of those I have 
mentioned, I should say Wallack, in melo- 
drama; Webster, in his line; and then 
Compton, Phelps, C. Kean, C. Mathews, 
Wigan, and Robson are foremost. In the 
third and last rank, of clever performers, 
my preference would be given to Bennett, 
Ryder, J. R. Scott, and Davenport. My 
estimate of Brooke is low; I think some- 
where between Davenport and Lyon. For 
the ladies: Siddons was the incomparable ; 
O'Neil next; then Fanny Kemble, Mrs. 
Keeley, and Mrs. Stirling; so says 

A SepruaGENARIAN. 
SUSSEX HALL. 

A ‘grand subscription entertainment’ took 
place here on Tuesday evening, the 11th 
inst., for the benefit of Five Orphan Chil- 
Hiren, whore father (Mr. Mimme): tag for 








many years a . respecta' le ‘tradesman of St. 
Olave’s, Southwark; he died in 1854, 
leaving a widow (who died in September 
last), and five children, wholly unprovided 
for. ‘The case was a deserving one, and 
was strongly recommended by the Rev. the 
Rector of the parish, and others, who by 
their liberality have considerably enhanced 
their position. Although not crowded, the 
hall was pretty well attended ; and we 
sincerely trust that the proceeds. will turn 
| out as favourable as the appeal deserved 
them to be. The programme was both 
varied and entertaining: and much praise 
is due to the several gentlemen who took 
part therein; both for the voluntary man- 
ner in which they came forward to assist 
the poor children, and for the real enjoy- 
ment they afforded the audience. In the 
first place, we had a laughable sketch, 
entitled ‘An Unwelcome Guest,’ in w hich 
Mr. Scott Ramsay, the clever manager 
of the Roscian Dramatic Club, sustained 
the part of Mr. Snoozle with infinite spirit, 
admirably supported by Mr. Truelove, as 
the unwelome guest. ‘Beautiful Star’ was 
then prettily sung by Miss Matilda Hayes, 
who was loudly applauded, and met wita 
an encore. Mr. Charles Lambert next 
followed in his entertainment, called ‘Our 
Comedians,’ in which he displayed much 
ability by his imitations of London actors. 
An Irish song, by Mr. Fred. Johnson, gave 
rise to much merriment, and was enthu- 
siastically encored. This was succeeded 
by ‘Latest from the Continent,’ in which 
Mr. Scott Ramsay again proved himself 
a skilful actor, by the excellent manner in 
which he personated Mr. Barkins. Mr. 
W. Osmond, as Frederick, pleased us 
much ; it was a painstaking performance, 
and proved him capable of doing good 
things. Horatio Clinton met with an 
efficient representative in Mr. A. Lambert, 
whose spirited assumption stamped him 
anything but a novice. Selections from 
‘Othello’ afforded scope for some good 
acting in Mr. T, H. Bolton, who appeared 
as the jealous Moor, and evinced a just 
conception of that wonderful creation of 
the Immortal Bard. Iago was artistically 
rendered by Mr. Chapman, who had evi- 
dently well studied the character, and was 
amply repaid for his exertions by the very 
warm reception he received. 

Another song by Miss 


Hayes was 
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Wear,’ Mr. Joseph Eldred rattling 
through the part of Flipper to the very 
life, and Mr. J. Smart causing some amuse- 
ment in the performance of Nobbiecr. A 
delightful evening’s entertainment was 
brought to a close with (by desire) ‘ Direct 
from New York.’ We have not entered so 
fully into detail as we would wish, as, on 
an occasion when charity is the object, any- 
thing like criticism should be dismissed 
from our minds—our only thoughts being 
directed to the sole cause for which we 
have met together. 





BASS’S ROOMS. 

On Wednesday, the 12th inst., a perform- 
ance was given at these rooms, by the Pha- 
nix Dramatic Society. ‘Othello’ was the 
opening play, in which Mr. Henry Laurie 
sustained the part of the Moor. Upona 
whole, this gentleman’s performance was 
entitled to much credit. Mr. Laurie has, 
however, much to accomplish yet, before he 
can achieve any material success in a cha- 
racter of such magnitude as Othello; he 
delivered the text too hastily, and, at times, 
somewhat indiscriminately ; his action was 
also deficient, but these are minor faults that 
with care may be overcome, and for that 
reason we point them out. Mr. J. Richard- 
son wasa clever Iago, and evidently had a 
very good idea of that arch villain; but his 
success, in so far as his elocutionary efforts 
were concerned, was much retarded by 
severe cold and hoarseness under which we 
were sorry tosee him suffering. Mr, C. N. 
Watkins was a most efficient Brabantio, 
and Mr. C. Reeve, with one or two excep- 
tions, gave a careful embodiment of Cassio. 
Mr. T. Roberts was an exceedingly humo- 
rous representative of Roderigo, but we 
should advise this gentleman, upon a future 
occasion, to avoid falling into exaggeration. 
Roderigo is, in all truth, a ‘silly gentleman,’ 
but it should be recollected at the same time 
that he is not quite a Zany. In the absence 
of Mr. Frederick, who was cast forthe Duke 
of Venice, the part was read by a gentle- 
man. Montano and Lodovico were respect- 
ably done by Mr. J. Rintoul and Mr. R. 
Burton. Mrs. Bressey, we need scarcely say, 
was, as usual, an impressive and pleasing 
Desdemona, Mrs. Karl’s Emilia was not 
at all a bad performance, but we think this 
lady’s voice altogether unsuited to tragedy. 
She might do better if she confined herself 
Oo Bartel: = Vergy Hed dlenbtitindattett teeta 


evinced on the part of the costumier, who 
undertook to dress the tragedy; some of 
the dresses were of the most motley descrip- 
tion, and Othello’s, in particular, was 
wretchedly bad. The petticoat he wore, 
it appeared to us, would have been more 
suitable for the decoration of a Spanish page, 
than the conqueror of the Ottomites! We 
need scarcely say that Mr, Harrison was not 
the costumier; if he had been, this would 
not have been the case. 

The excitirg drama of ‘ The Miser of 
Shoreditch’ was the concluding piece. Mr. 
Rt. Cardy—who has become a most active 
and industrious member in the amateur 
hemisphere—sustained the part of Jasper 
Scrimpe. He was capitally made up for 
the part, and acquitted himself in a very 
forcible and characteristic manner. We 
have upon several previous occasions dealt 
rather severely with this gentleman’s 
efforts ; we therefore gladly avail ourselves 
of this opportunity of awarding him well- 
deserved commendation. Upon the present 
occasion, Mr. Cardy’s delineation of the 
{grasping old miser was most natural ; and it 
was not less accurately personated than 
conceived. We congratulate Mr. R. Cardy 
upon this, as it is a most substantial augury 
of studied improvement. 

Mr. J. Lumley’s Evelyn Heartwell was 
a creditable, although a tame performance. 
Much praise is due to Mr. Walter Selley 
for his capital representation of Samson 
Brayling. We cannot speak quite so libe- 
rally of Mr. Frank Howard's Oliver Dalton, 
which lacked energy and character. Mr. C. 
Reeve was a good Sir Thomas Overton ; Sir 
Milford Wellborn, Caleb Cosey, Black 
Will, and Zoah were creditably acted by 
Messrs. H. Clifford, Harmer, J. Bowden, and 
R. Burton. Mr, Bryant James convulsed 





the audience by his highly characteristic 
periormance of Toby Taper. This gentle- 
man is a most original comedian, and always 
does well. Mr. J. Thomas also deserves 
great praise for his humorous and laughable 
acting in ‘Timothy Tape: in fact, in some 
parts of this character this gentleman dis- 
played the most unctuous of comic powers, 
A young lady (Miss Hamilton) made her 
first appearance as Constance, and, not- 
withstanding she was very timid of her 
situation, acquitted herself neatly. Mrs. 
Bressey performed Mabel, the gipsy girl, 








in a forcible and: pathetic manner. Mrs, 
Hart at # Intighelléd Abigail Allepidd, 


Tn 





———— 























ae 
Sr 8 SS rT ns) 


are 





406_ THE THEATRI 


————aeeeeeeeeeeeeee eo 


CAL JOURNAL. 





== 


i TS ae 





Altogether the drama was very ably acted 


by all parties engaged in its representation. 
BW. WY. 





THEATRICAL FONDNESS, 


We dearly love a theatre—its familiar 
walls coming full upon us in our evening 
rambles, seemto exercise an odd, mys- 
terious influence over us, for our right hand 
unconsciously and uncontrolled, lifts up the 
decent covering of our head, which we bend 
in eloquent, but silent admiration. The 
well-known doors greet us with as genjal a 
welcome, as they did on bygone pantomime 
times years ago; whenthe bustle and mud 
that flashed around us, looked, as it only 
could look on such nights, when the sight of 
the scanty-skirted woman, with trembling 
house bills, made our ‘ seated hearts knock 
at our ribs against the use of nature,’ and the 
nasal whine ‘ of two-a-penny oranges,’ had 
fifty times more influence upon our evil ears, 
than the longest sermon ever enforced to the 
detriment of our pastor’s pulpit cushion, (that 
we should live to confess it!) 

Here stands the old passage that leads 
us to the dubious box, over which 
is inscribed the electrifying legend—‘ pay 
here,’ with adoubtful head (and perhaps a 
body) within, without any visible mode of 
egress—the battered, well-remembered pas- 
sage, with walls innocent of paint, but pol- 
ished by the jackets of ‘ greasy rogues,’ who 
have dared arunning conflict to the pit; the 
spirit of pleasure seems engraved upon you 
in spite of your dinginess. 

We cannot but enter—our coin rings upon 
the shelf, and vanishes swiftly, and for ever, 
ere we pass the barrier ; we feel the atmos- 
phere has changed ; frosty air and frosty 
hearts are left outside, nothing but warm 
air and warm hearts within. The gas and 
orange odour that salutes our nostrils is as 
pleasant to us as the first hawthorn blossom, 
and the band—the happy, envied, but mys- 
terious band of our childhood, who could 
witness the play without tickets or money ? 
and yet, witha strange want of enthusiasm, 
evacuated the orchestra at the rising of the 
curtain, seems aslively~as ever. The sea 
ofupturned faces is directed towards the 
veil which conceals the busy preparations 
beyond the foot lights, now all confusion 
and tinsel; but which shall be orderly and 
substantial, when the public eye is fixed 
upon it—type of human nature, ‘There 





) 


sounds the prompter’s bell, the stage is re- 
vealed, the world is forgotten, and Shakes- 
peare ‘is himself again.’ Oh, happy 
audience, plucking one fruitful tree in the 
world’s wilderness, forgetful alike of to-day’s 
cares, or to-morrow’s unprophetic hopes, 
calm be thy Well, it is refreshing, let our 
reverend say as he will; here, atleast, our 
eyes are not feasted with the contortions of 
misery, nor sickened by the presence of dis- 
ease; we look in vain for those ‘ pleasing 
vices’—drunkenness or riot, and we can 
scarcely think a smiling face is sucha very, 
very, sinful sight. 

A desire for variety is one of the predom- 
inating passions cf the human breast, nor is 
this extraordinary, when we consider into 
what a machine humanity is converted into 
without it. 
necessity, to a particuiar spot, the same 
ideas will perpetually recur; therefore some 
change or relaxation is unquestionably 





| necessary ; have we not, then, good grounds 





for our affection for the stage. What other 
refined amusement can furnish us with such 
a rapid succession of rapid thoughts, of en- 
gaging objects, or increasing knowledge? 
here life is represented with a strong resem- 
blance of truth and nature; and, we may 
safely affirm, with the omission of that 
morbid, meretricious sentiment, which so 


| frequently disfigures literary publications. 


Therefore, we do love thee, Thespian 
Temple, home of Shakespeare, and—hold! 
we have said enough ; the home of Shakes- 
peare, can we panegyrise it more? F, H. 





Theatrical Gossip. 


Mr, E. L. Blanchard is the author of the Drury 
Lane, Her Majesty’s, and Sadlers Well’s Panto- 
mimes for this Christmas. 

M. Scribe, the dramatist, has just retired from 
authorship on an income of more than seven thou- 
sand per year, the fruits of his literary labour. 

The City of Florence is erecting a monument to 
the memory of Cherubini, her illustrious musician. 

Mr. and Mrs, Drayton are meeting with increased 
success with their entertainment at the Mobile 
Theatre, America, 

Mr. ‘Com 'Taylor’s aew play, ‘ The Babes in the 
Wood,” was performed at Windsor Castle on Friday 
last, by the command of Her Majesty. 

Map. Clara Novello has departed for Italy, where 
she intends to take up her residence, 

Miss Ransford’s first ‘‘sviree musicale” of her 
eighth season, took place on Tuesday last. She in- 
troduced a new ballad, ‘‘ My love is on the sea, ’’ by 
Mr John Morgan, and sang Arditi’s valse, ‘11 
bacio,” with good effect. Miss Ransford was as- 
sisted by the Misses Wells, Mr and Madame Weiss, Mr 
and Mrs W. E. Ransford, and Herr Ganz. Mr F, 
Berger conducics. 


If we are confined by labour or 








i: 











THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 407 





—SS —— 





—=== = 





Mr. G. V. Brooks, according to last accounts, 
was playing at the Theatre Royal Melbourne, where 
Mr. M’Kean Buchanan and his daughter, Miss 
Virginia Buchanan, have appeared in several of 
Shakespeare’s pieces. ‘‘ It cannot be denied (says an 
Australian paper) that considerable reluctance exists 
m Melbourne to admit Mr. Buchanan to a place 
among the leading tragedians on the stage, and that 
his general vigorous and truthful conception of a 
character is disregarded, on account of his peculiari- 
ties of elocution and stage-manner. His daughter, 
who played in such parts as Desdemona, Virginia, 
and Malcolm, in ‘ Macbeth,’’ was very favourably 
received.” 

Miss AVONIA JONES has just closed a successful 
engagement in Adelaide, where, we are told, the 
‘‘eraceful and talented young actress appeared, 
almost every night, in a fresh character, and her 
engagement was, upon the whole, very successful. 





Amongst her principal ro pet aa were Evadne 
(a very chaste and beautiful performance) Blanche in 
the play of Armand, Katherine, in Katherine and 
Petruchio, Lucretia Borgia, Pauline Deschapelles, 
Sybil, Juliet, Camille, Marger in the Rough 
Diamond, and many others.’ 

Tue London Glee and Madrigal Union, whose 
concerts of old English music became so popular last 
season at the Dudley Gallery, Egyptian Hall, will 
resume their elegant entertainments for a period of 
one month only, on Monday, January 7, under the 
auspices of Mr Mitchell. 

Mr. George Conquest’s drama of “‘ The Traitor’s 
Doom’? still continues to draw good houses, 

On Tuesday next G. Cobb, Esq., of Brighton, 
gives his annual dinner to the principal actors and 
oflicers of the Theatre Royal. 

ADELPHI Theatre.—Their Serene Highnessés the 
Prince and Princess of Leyenberg visited this theatre 
on Friday evening. 

Miss Chipperfield gave an evening concert at the 
Eyre Arms Assembly Rooms, on Wednesday even- 
ing, under the patronage of the officers and members 
of the Victoria Rifles. Miss Chipperfield was as- 
sisted by Miss Stabbach, Miss Palmer, Miss Emily 
Millar, Mr Walbanck, Mr Vincent, Mr W. Savery, 
Mr B. Montefiore (an amateur pianist), Master 
Aldridge (flute), and the band of the Victoria Rifle 
Corps. Signor Catalani and Mr Langton Williams 
conducted. ‘ 

‘Experience is a torch lighted in the ashes of 
our delusions. 

Harsh words are like hailstones, which, if 
melted would fertilize the plants they batter down. 

The only fellows that stick close to a man in his 
poverty are those alittle poorer than himself. 

If we are good, example is the best lustre of 
virtue; if we are bad, shame is the best step to 
amendment. 





Hotitoway’s Pills.—Cures Complete and Rapid. 
—-When the nervous system is depressed, the circu- 
lation languid, and the digestion disordered by im- 
pure air or varying temperature, no better purifier 
or surer antidote to disease can be found than these 
wonderful Pills. No medicine equals them as an 
agent for restoring the tone of the nervous system, 
and so enabling Nature to overcome any obstacle 
to her healthy action. Holloway’s Pills act mainly 
by purifying, regulating, repressing, or stimulating, 
according to circumstance, or the deranged organ 
may require. These Pills exercise a most impor- 
tant and salutary power in strengthening the nerves 
and protecting nervous energy from morbid sensi- 
bility. The cures they effect are numerous, 
thorough, and permanent, 








Wantof thought seems in some people to be 
their best, if not their only, security againstabuse 
of action. 





THE PIMLICO 
Aaeeee Dramatic Society, under the 
management. of Mr. Richard Pepper, meet 
every ‘Tuesday evening, at 79, Admiral-terrace, 
Vauxhall Bridge Road, Pimlico, 8. W. 
Entrance Fee, Ten Shillings. 





Just Published, Price One Penny, 
UNCH’S Riddles for the Million. 
. — 500 Riddles and Answers, Conundrums, 
ve., &e. 


ELLIOT’S PENNY THEATRE. 
No. The Red Rover. 
The Miller and His Men. 
Black Eyed Susan. 
The Corsican Brothers. 
Mazeppa. No. 6. The Bottle, 
Children in the Wood. 

Each of the above contains the Play perfect, and Stage 
Front complete. Books for each Play One Penny. 
Nos. 8 & 9. ‘The Green Bushes, 
ELLIOT’S GALLANTY SHOW. 

An everlasting fund of amusement; containing 
several hundred laughter-stirring Engravings. In 
Sheets One Penny. 

ELLIOT’S SHADOWY SIGHTS 
for Winter Nights. 

This beautiful collection of Prints, with the assist- 
ance of the scissors and a little pasteboard forms an 
everlasting toy that no family should be without. 
In Sheets One Penny each. 

Also Just Published, at One Penny, 
1001 NIGHTS’ AMUSEMENT, 
Consisting of Curious Puzzles, Wonderful Card 
Tricks, Christmas Games, &c. 


ELLIOT, 2 & 3, Shoo Lane, E.C., and all Booksellers 
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THE STAGE. 


| gg een given in Elocution and Stage 
Practice by a Professional Lady. Terms Two 
Shillings per lesson. For address, apply by letter 
to Philos, care of Mr. Goddard, 54, Great Portland- 


street, W. 





NORFOLK ARMS, 
Half Moon Crescent, Islington. 
A free Vocal and Instrumental Concert every 


Saturday evening, at 8 o'clock, The room to 
let for Dramatic or other clubs. 


THE ELLISTONIANS 
AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 


21, Duke Street, Portland Place. 
Director, ..........Mr. S. Clarke. 


IP consequence of great preparations being 
made at the 
MARYLEBONE THEATRE 
For the forthcoming Christmas Pantomime, the 
performance of the above society is unavoidably 
postponed for a short time. 

The Pieces for the next performance at the Cabinet 
Theatre (to take place the middle of January) will 
be cast on Thursday evening, January 3, 1860. 

Ladies and Gentlemen wishing to join the Society, 
and take part in the above performance, are requested 











to communicate at once with the Director, who will 
furnish every particular. 
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Under the management 
MR. SCOTT 


his society meet every Thursday evening from 8 till 11 o’clek, at 60, 
The committee have selected the 1st part of “ King Henry IV.,” and the “ Rent 
Gentlemen wishing to become members, or to sustain 


Oxford Street. 
Day,” for the next representation. 


ROSCIAN DRAMATIC CLUB. 


and entire direction of 
NAMSAY. 
Castle Street, 


arts in 


the above plays, are requested to communicate (by letter) with Mr. W. Aitkin, Royal Princess’s Theatre, 
Oxford-street, W. C., or personally every Thursday evening as above. 


A few ladies are required to complete the Club. 


Stage Manager, Mr. William Aitken, 


Acting Manager, Mr. 


M. Bell, 


Secretary, Mr. A. E. Wilding. 


Treasurer, Mr. T. W. Harrison, 








THE STAGE. 


LL Persons requiring a practical and 
thorough knowledge of The Dramatic Profession 
should apply at Miss Kelly’s Theatre, 73, Dean-st., 
Soho-square. The only Establishment in London 
where instruction, combined with actual practice, 
can be obtained, Enquire for Mr. Shirley, daily 
from 12 to 1. 
N.B. The theatre has been magnificently redeco- 
rated in the most costly style; and can be had for 
benefits and amateur performances on reduced terms. 





“THE PLAY, THE PLAY ’S THE THING.” 


it is a truism, as trite as it is true, that many 

aspirants to Histrionic honours, with undoubted 
personal qualifications for the stage, are entirely lost 
to the Profession for want of a proper channel of in- 
troduction, through which talent would find deve- 
lopement and theatrical specialities a genial atmos- 
phere for their culture. In such cases the loss is 
doubly felt, since, on the one hand, managers are 
deprived of abilities which would add lustre to their 
theatres, and, on the other, aspirants miss situations 
for which, both by nature and art, they are ad- 
mirably adapted. 

Obviously, under these circumstances, the wiser 
course is ever to take counsel from experience ; and 
to all, therefore, in need of advice, Henry Butler, 
Dramatic Agent, tenders his friendly offices for ladies 
and gentlemenof dash and appearance, engagements 
can always be found in theatres, where they will 
have every opportunity of thoroughly learning their 
business, 

Terms and other particulars on application to Henry 
Butler, Dramatic Agency Offices, 21, Bow-street, 
London, W.C. Office hours 11 to 4 daily. 


Rejoice, ye Children of | the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 


street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engagedin amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same. 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr, May an order 
for an outfit ; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 

Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-strect. 


TO AMATEURS. 


he “Alleyne Dramatic Club,” meet at 
Mr. Parker’s, the ‘ Nag’s Head,’ Compton- 











street, Bloomsbury, every ‘Tuesday evening, 
from 9 to 10.30. There are a few Va- 
eancies in the above Club, which can _ be 


filled at a very moderate expense. ‘The Castes at 
present up are: ‘ Maurice, the Woodcutter,” 


“Turning the Tables,” and “ Black-Eyed Susan.” 
Furttresparticulars may be obtained on application, 





HARRY FOX, Secretary. 


ECLECTIC AMATEUR THEATRE. 
J. FLEXMAN 


EGS to Announce to the Amateur Public 
that his Theatre is the best in London for scenic 
effects, with Dressing rooms, for Ladies and Gentle- 
men, with every comfort. The Theatre to be Let 
on Moderate terms. Pieces being made up—** Ham- 
let,’ “* Michael Erle,” ‘ Othello,” and the “ Iron 
Chest,” for such parts are for sale. Any Lady or 
Gentleman wishing to take parts in either of the 
above plays, can do so 7 applying at the Hall at 
any hour between 10 in the morning and 11 in the 
evening. The Eclectic Club meet every Frida 
evening, from 8 to 1l. Terms, Gentlemén, 1s. 6d. 
~ week ; two weeks in advance; Ladies, Free, 
y finding their own Dresses. Any Lady or Gentle- 
man wishing to become a member will please to 
apply at the Hall on the meeting Night. 

All communications (inclosing a stamp if an answer 
is required) to be addressed to J. Flexman, 18, Den- 
mark-street, Crown-street, Soho. 

The Club next plays— ‘ Hamlet,” and the 
Burlesque of the “Lady of Lyons,” on Friday 
December the 21st. 


THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
High Holborn, 
HH”? Re-opened.—The Proprietor begs to 


announce the completion of the alterations, 
decorations, &c., of the above popular and splendidly 
appointed BALL-ROOM, which during the recess 
has undergone a complete renovation—is embellished 
in the most elaborate and elegant manner, in- 
cluding a new and beautifully painted ceiling, and 
is furnished in 1 novel and costly style ; and that it 
is Now Open for the Season, Every Evening in the 
Week. The jusily cclebrated Band, conducted by 
Mr. W.M. Packer, performs nightly a varied selec- 
tion of Operatic and Dance Music, including a new 
selection from Wallace’s ‘‘ Maritana’’; Quadrilles 
and Waltzes from Alfred Mellon’s Opera * Victo- 
rine”; Jullien’s ‘‘ Last Waltz’”’; Montgomery’s 
“May Lilian’’ Schottische; T. E. Thompson’s 
“Guard of Honour” Lancers; Jolly’s ‘* Louisa 
Pyne Polka”; &c. Doors open at 8 o'clock, 
Overture at half-past 8, and close punctually at 12. 


Wines and other refreshments of the best quality. 
Admission One Shilling, 








Published aq | Wednesday Afternoon, at Twelve o’clock, 
by Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray’s Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, Mr. 
W.Bestow ; and sold by J.Allen, Warwick-lane ; Harris, 
Blackfriars-road; Purkess, 60, Compton-street, Soho- 
Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; J. G. Hopcroft, 14, Little 
Queen-street, Holborn; G. Purkess, Edgware-road ; 
and all Booksellers and Newsyendors. ‘To be had, by 
order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 1, Owen-street, St. John-street-road, Cler- 
kenwell, E.C, 
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